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~~It's hot, hot, hot, and sticky!  The fields are dry, with only teases of rain passing by.  Bernie has been busy tinkering with the irrigation pump and getting water to our thirsty crops.  Out the window this morning dark clouds look promising but we'll see what is in store.  The heat is really boosting the melons and tomatoes.  Peppers and eggplant are thriving as well.  Peas, on the other hand, are wondering what became of the cool nights and are quickly beginning to fade away... Perhaps there will be a short rest for our pea-picking muscles before the bean picking begins.  

~~We have a wonderful, fluffy new addition to our farm community this week.  After many months of dedicated work, thievery by the dogs, and one nest relocation, our Peace Geese have hatched out one very cute little yellow gosling!  All five adults are attentive, teaching the little guy to find food and water, standing guard and showing him the ropes.  We are pretty excited and are taking name suggestions, as this is the first domesticated animal to be born on the farm for quite some time.  It is a special blessing to witness this miracle.  Another teacher points out that.......

“the miracle is to walk on the green earth, dwelling deeply in the present moment, and feeling truly alive”.  -Thich Nhat Hanh

~~This week during the farm pick-up (Thursday 4-6pm), we will host our first Cook-n-Craft event of 2010.  We'll cook up some snacks and demonstrate how to use some of the veggies coming in your share.  If you'd like to bring a picnic for your family and hang out, please feel free.  Erik will work with kids and grown-ups on an experimental clay/cob oven project that is taking place here on the farm in conjunction with the SEEDS summer camp program.  The use of cob (clay, sand, & fiber) as a building material is ancient and is found in numerous cultures around the world and throughout history.  Ovens built from this material are quite common and functional.  The clay and sand used to build our oven was harvested right from the farm and it is our hope that we can bake pizza and other treats in a completed oven this summer, so join us and lend a hand during pick-up this Thursday.

~~Just a few housekeeping notes...Sandee will place this month's coffee order on Friday (July 9th), so remember to sign the order form on Thursday if you need coffee.  Also, members who pick-up on farm, if you could bring bags to weigh produce into, we could reduce the amount of new plastic being used and also help keep costs down.  Thank you for your help!  Our kid's garden is beginning to look pretty weedy.  Make time to pull a few weeds or hoe a row next time you are here.  Many hands make light work!  Last and certainly not least, don't forget to mark your calendar for our CSA camp out on Saturday, July 24th.  

~~Have a great week.  Be present.  Be Alive.  Be Grateful.  Eat well!
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