MSU Excel Spreadsheet Crop Planning Instructions
FIRST! Make a copy of this file and save it under a new name. Since you can make many changes to this software, a ‘clean’ copy of the original will assure that you can always get back to the very beginning, even if you make changes from which you can’t recover. If you are using Microsoft Excel, you can ‘lock’ the software using Tools/Protection. If you do that, make sure you remember the password!
NOTES
  The software was developed at the Michigan State University Student Organic Farm and CSA. Crop variables, like days to maturity, spacing and yield estimates, are based on a combination of experience and charts from Johnnies Selected Seeds and the Knott’s Vegetable Handbook. These can be modified to reflect your own yields if you have (or develop) the information. 
   The original software was designed for use in Growing Beds of 48” width. If you are using beds that are wider or more narrow, you may have to modify ‘space between rows’ so that they come out an even number (you can’t have ‘partial’ rows, but calculations would use those fractional rows in the totals). If you plant in Rows instead of beds, use the spreadsheet labeled ROWS. Since this is modified significantly from the original, I will appreciate comments on how it works for you.

   The figures for ‘amount per week’ are goals of production for a share size that would feed a family of four. This figure, along with the number of weeks available for each crop can be customized to your own goals.
   There is a column for ‘other markets.’ These are set at zero or blank; if you have other markets, you may insert whatever goals you have for those markets and the software will recalculate the totals and bed or row feet needed. 
Specific instructions
1. Yellow-highlighted items allow you to put in your own custom values. The non-high lighted columns are values calculated by the spreadsheet.
2. Some cells have tags in corners explaining some modifications where a value differs from the calculated value, or a note or explanation to remember. 
3. Adjustable fields, according to your needs/situation

· # shares: Insert the number of shares you wish to plan for. Assume these are ‘full’ shares (family of 4). 

· Bed width (in inches): this field calculates the number of rows you will be able to put in your growing beds. If you are planting as row crops, use the spreadsheet for ROWs
· # Weeks: insert your goal for how many weeks you would have this crop available to farm members

· Amount/week: Insert your goal for how much of this crop per share would be available. 

· Non-CSA amount: If you have other markets, insert your goal for this crop in this column.

· Spacing can be customized to your specifications for each crop. 
· If you are using trays for seedlings, use the # of cells column to calculate the # of trays needed. 

· The ‘Field Plant Date’ and ‘Days to Maturity’ control ‘Greenhouse Seeding Date’ and ‘Hardening Off’ date (where applicable), and also the ‘Estimated First Harvest Date.’ You can modify these figures to come up with your own ‘first harvest’ goals. It will work most effectively if you review and change if necessary the ‘days to transplant’ and/or ‘days to maturity’ first, if you disagree with the numbers here. Then work from your goals for first harvest to have the software calculate seeding dates. 
DS= direct seed
TP = transplant

