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What to Plant-Selection 
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When to Plant and Succession Planting 
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On the next page is a cropping plan excerpted 
from the Michigan State University Student Farm 
crop planning software (on the CD included with 
this manual). You will find goals for the number of 
weeks each crop would be available, and how 
much they hope to give each share per week 
(based on a family of 4). You can customize all of 
these figures to fit your goals. Using yield information 
that you can customize to your situation, the soft-
ware will calculate the bed feet (or row feet) 
needed to achieve these goals or you can crunch 
the numbers on paper. The succession plan that 
MSU uses is part of the software, as well as planting 
and maturity dates. Other planting guide charts in 
Appendix E • 

This chart offers some examples of succession cropping that you can use as a guideline  

Plant Once Plant Two or Three Times Plant every 10-14 Days 

Tomatoes Broccoli, Cabbage Beans (bush) 

Potatoes Carrots Lettuce 

Peppers Corn Salad mix 

Eggplant Cucumbers  

Leeks Melons  

Onions Radishes (spring plantings, fall 
plantings) 

 

Shallots Beets  

Sweet Potatoes Br Sprouts  

Beans (Pole) Scallions  

Winter Squash Summer Squash  
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Crop # wks Amount/
wk 

unit  Total Amount/
yr 

Yield/
bed-ft 

bed-ft 
needed 

Arugula, early 3 0.5 lb 15 4.5 3 

Beans, bush 1 2 1 lb 20 1.2 17 

Beans, bush 2 2 1 lb 20 1.2 17 

Beets, late/storage 12 2 lb 240 3 80 

Br. sprouts 6 2 lb 120 1.2 100 

Broccoli, early 10 1 hd 100 1.34 75 

Broccoli, late 10 1 hd 100 1.34 75 

Cabb, early 3 1 hd 30 1.34 22 

Cabb, late 10 1 hd 100 1.34 75 

Carrots, early 10 2 lb 200 4.5 44 

Carrots, late/storage 29 2.25 lb 652.5 4.5 145 

Cauliflower, late 6 1 hd 60 1.005 60 

Chard, early 8 2 lb 160 0.75 75 

Chard, late *cut for salad first 8 2 lb 160 0.75 100 

Chin Cabb, early 2 1 hd 20 1.005 20 

Corn, sweet 1 (2 var) 2 12 ea 240 1.95 123 

Corn, sweet 2 (2 var) 2 12 ea 240 1.5 160 

Cucumber, early 4 2 lb 80 0.9 300 

Cucumber, mid 4 2 lb 80 0.9 300 

Eggplant 8 1 lb 80 1 80 

Kale, early 8 2 lb 160 1.125 142 

Kohlrabi, late 4 3 ea 120 4.5 27 

Leeks 19 2 ea 380 6 63 

Lettuce, early 6 2 hd 120 3 40 

Lettuce, late 8 2 hd 160 4.5 36 

Melons, late 6 1 ea 60 0.75 80 

Onion, storage 33 3 ea 990 6 165 

Peas 4 0.5 lb 20 0.15 133 

Peppers, sweet 10 2 lb 200 0.75 360 

Peppers, hot 6 0.25 lb 15 0.375 100 

Potato 25 2.25 � 562.5 1.5 375 

Radish, Daikon 4 1 lb 40 2.25 18 

Radish, early 6 1 bu 60 4.5 13 

Radish, late 6 1 bu 60 4.5 13 

Spinach, early 4 1 lb 40 1.2 33 

Squash, sum, early 3 1.6 lb 48 1.5 32 

Squash, sum, mid 3 1.6 lb 48 1.5 32 

Squash, sum, late 3 1.6 lb 48 1.5 32 

Squash, win, grp3 B-Nut, Acorn 8 5 lb 400 1.5 267 

Squash, win, grp4 Delicata 3 5 lb 150 1.5 100 

Tomato, main 10 4 lb 400 1.125 680 


