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Brochures and flyers  
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Some Considerations 
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Thoughts on Newsletters 
At Five Springs Farm we consider the weekly 
newsletter to be one of our responsibilities to our 
members; but it is no burden—usually. The 
newsletter is where members learn about the 
effect of the weather on their crops, for better 
and worse. We saw one farm’s newsletter that 
had a regular column: The Weather your Crops 
Lived Through this Week. The newsletter is where 
we warn of impending crop loses and excesses. 
We remind the membership of farm rules, 
pickup times, etc. The newsletter can inform our 
members of other producers and products in 
the region. Farm events are publicized well in 
advance. We tell stories or write short essays. 
We make bad vegetable puns. It can be play-
ful, serious, informative or any combination of 
these. A favorite regular feature is the weekly 
quote; we keep a file of good quotes and 
aphorisms, or look for one on one of the many 
Internet sources. Often the quote jump-starts 
the newsletter. 
   We always try to have fun in the newsletter’s 
making, and that can translate into more fun in 
its reading. This is our first ‘rule’ of the farm news-
letter: make it fun. A close second is: make it 
easy. We consider it a success when we see 
how much our members appreciate it • 
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Resources 
Desktop Publishing 
Looking Good in Print, Roger Parker, Ventana Press. Easily accessible information on design 
elements for newsletters, brochures, advertisements and other written communication.  
Newsletters from the Desktop, Joe Grossmann with David Doty, Ventana Press. Specific, de-
tailed information on newsletters.   
Free Websites – large, searchable listings available at the following sites: 
http://www.free-webhosts.com/ 
http://www.freewebspace.net/ 
Blogs 
http://www.blogger.com – simple template based blogs, easy to understand and use. And 
free  • 
�
�

Kurt Vonnegut on Writing 
 
• Find a subject you care about 
• Do not ramble, though 
• Keep it simple 
• Have the guts to cut 
• Sound like yourself 
• Say what you mean 
• Pity the readers 


