Books, CSA and Other Market
“The Many Faces of Community Supported Agriculture” – Laura DeLind, 1999 (I think there’s a more current, second edition), Michigan Organic Food and Farm Alliance.  The many farm profiles give insight that CSA’s are possible, but not all of them provide the farmer with a living wage – helped me avoid costly assumptions!

A to Z Foodbook, MACSAC, P. O. Box 7814, Madison, WI 53714, info@macsac.org
Cookbook by and for CSA growers
Sharing the Harvest by Elizabeth Henderson. Out of print, second edition due fall 2007.
A guide to implementation and operation of CSA projects written by one of the pioneers in CSA and suitable for the experience farmer and wannabe. 
Community Supported Agriculture 2002: The State of the Art in Michigan by Laura B. DeLind. Results of a survey of Michigan CSA farmers. Single copy free from Jeff Moser, National Farmers Union, 5619 DTC Parkway, Ste. 300, Greenwood Village, CO  80111-3136, 303-338-2537, jeff.moser@nfu.org. For additional copies contact Jeff.

Farms of Tomorrow Revisited, Steven McFadden and Trauger Groh; one of the classics
Books: 

Grower’s General reference

Eliot Coleman: Four Season Harvest, The New Organic Grower
Extending the Season – Edited by Lynn Byczynski, 2005, Growing for Market.  Six strategies for improving cash flow year-round.
Organic gardener’s complete guide to vegetables and fruits, out of print. Rodale Press 1982

This is the first book I am likely to look in for an answer to a question about individual vegetables or fruit trees, fertilizer, and more. 

The Harrowsmith Northern Gardener, Jennifer Bennett, Camden House, 1982.  Comprehensive garden guide specifically for gardeners in Canada and the northern third of the U.S.

How to Grow More Vegetables, John Jeavons. Recently updated. A good guide to soil building with fertilizer guidelines, composting and double digging.  
Square foot gardening by Bartholomew, Mel    

Basic techniques and intensively spaced gardening. Much advice on vertical gardening

Encyclopedia of natural insect and disease control: Rodale Press 1984

Guide to pests and controls
Garden Secrets by Dorothy Hinshaw and Diane Biderback. Detailed and entertaining, covers the most common garden veggies in depth.

The Berry Grower’s Companion – Barbara Bowling, 2000, Timber Press.  The best book on small fruits that I’ve seen

Growing Great Garlic by Ron Engeland. The definitive garlic grower’s companion.
“Rodale’s All-New Encyclopedia of Organic Gardening” – edited by Fern Bradley and Barbara Ellis, 1997, Rodale Press.  Brief entries on just about every plant and subject.

The Basic Book of Organic Gardening – edited by Robert Rodale, 1971, Rodale Press.  oldie, but a goodie.
Straight-Ahead Organic – Shepherd Ogden, 1999, Chelsea Green Publishing.  The vegetable growing profiles and side essays are great.
You Can Farm by Joel Salatin
Backyard market gardening by Andrew W. Lee

Booker T. Whatley's How to Make $100,000 Farming 25 Acres
Books, The Soil and other Considerations

Fertile Soil, a Grower’s Guide to Organic and Inorganic Fertilizers, Robert Parnes.  AgAccess, Davis CA 1990.  A detailed and comprehensive guide to the complexities of soil fertility.  Fairly technical, oriented to farmers. We get this pricey book through inter-library loan every few years.

The Soul of Soil, a Guide to Ecological Soil Management, Grace Gershuny & Joseph Smillie. AgAccess, Davis CA 1995. Readable guide to general principles of soil management.  

Drip irrigation for every landscape and all climates: helping your garden flourish, while conserving water! By Kourik, Robert. Guide to drip irrigation for the farm or garden

Weeds of the North Central States – Bulletin 772, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, College of Agriculture, Agricultural Experiment Station.  Wonderful for weed identification

Seed to Seed by Suzanne Ashworth. Best available seed saving info. 

Root Cellaring by Nancy Bubel. Guide to veggie storage
The Rodale Book of Composting– edited by Deborah Martin and Grace Gershuny, 1992, Rodale Press.  Thorough coverage of this topic.

Northeast Cover Crop Handbook – Marianne Sarrantonio, 1994, Rodale Institute.  Thorough coverage of this topic.

Michigan Field Crop Ecology – Michigan State University Extension Bulletin E-2646, January 1998.  Good explanation of the living and non-living cycles in soils, next best thing to a soil science textbook

Botany for Gardeners – Brian Capon, 2004, Timber Press.  Great for understanding how plants work, next best thing to a botany textbook
For Inspiration: Writings by Wendell Berry 

