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Advantages 
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Farmers Market  
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Late Night Thoughts on Pricing a Share 
Susan Sauter (Flying Ewe Farm in West Virginia) sent 
us these thoughts on pricing shares some time 
ago… 
   Initially I set a price by researching the going 
rate. In the East, prices ranged from $400-450 for a 
share of 22-25 weeks. Fair to my actual costs or not, 
that's how I decided on my price for the first pilot 
season of 20 weeks for $300. I didn’t want to price 
myself out of the market in my first year even 
though this amount didn't cover my costs. This year 
I've raised it to $400 for a 25-week share. 
Eventually, I'd like to figure in my average weekly 
hours plus seed and yearly garden paraphernalia 
costs. For example, if I average 25 hours/week for 
30 some weeks (or more to include preparation 
before and cleanup after the season)= 750 hours. 
Multiply by $10/hour (an unextravagant but 
decent wage around here), I should receive 
$7,500 for my labor alone. Ha ha. But why shouldn’t 
we as farmers expect a decent wage? Then add 
in the $250 or so for supplies = $7,750 divided by #  
of customers = share price. This year I'll have 10 
customers but they all want half shares (and I don't 
want to add anymore customers than that right 
now) so $7,750 divided by 5 full shares=$1550/full 
share. Ha ha ha ha ha. 
   Geez this is depressing. Clearly, none of us are 
doing this just for the money, but I think we all are 
going to have to raise our prices � 
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Fair price for a Fair Value 
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Here are some examples of share 
prices from a recent panel of growers 
•  In NW Michigan in a rural setting ½ 
share (2 people) for 16 weeks with no 
fruit but a small bouquet of flowers 
each week is $300 for pick up at the 
farm and a $35 delivery fee. 
•  On Long Island New York for a 24 
week share of veggies for 4 people 
where the members come 2 x each 
week is $700, ½ shares are $360, winter 
shares are $280. 
•  In an urban area of Northern Michi-
gan with a 19 week share the cost is 
$375. This farm has many shares includ-
ing a deluxe share for the same 19 
weeks for $600, an every other week 
share for $200, a flower share for $150, 
a fruit share for $100, a winter share for 
$150 and a spring share for $150. 
•  At a traditional core group led farm 
outside an urban area in SE Michigan 
the price for a 40-week share that 
feeds 4 people is from $600 to $1070. 
•  Another rural farm in Northern Michi-
gan with a 20 week share of veggies 
plus eggs for 4 people for $420 � 


