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Forward 

Introduction �

1. Share Types and Pricing  

2. The Farm Member  

3. Communication 

4. Production issues/ How much to plant 

5. Distribution  

6. Mixing CSA with other Markets  

7. The business of The CSA Farm  

8. Odds and ends 

• Working with Family 

•  Labor Issues 

•  Organic Certification –pros and cons 

�

Appendices  

  A. CSA Types and Definitions 

  B. Survey article 

  C. Resources 

  D. Is CSA right for you? 

  E. Planting Guides 

  F. Sample Budget�
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This CSA Training Manual is a production of CSA-
MI, 3480 Potter Rd, Bear Lake, MI 49614. 
  

Individual copies $16 includes s/h and CD with 
crop planning and budgeting software 
5 or more: $12 each, includes s/h More than 20 
copies, please call.  
PDF files of the manual are available at  
http://csafarms.org/csaresources.asp 
  

A Sustainable Agriculture Research and Educa-
tion (SARE) grant supported the production of 
this document.  
 

   The following people provided writing, editorial 
and/or review services for this project: 
• Lee Arboreal, Eater’s Guild Farm 
• Laura B DeLind, MSU 
• Rebecca Graff, Fair Share Farm 
• Jim Sluyter and Jo Meller, Five Springs Farm 
• Jenny Tutlis, Meadowlark Farm 
• Mike and Phyllis Wells, Wells Family Farm 
• Sandee Ware, Ware Farm 
• William Willging, Performance Solutions 
• Theresa Williams, Pond House Farm 
• Crop Planning Software on the CD was de-

veloped by and is offered courtesy of the 
Michigan State University Student Farm CSA 
(with modifications by Jim Sluyter). CSA 
Budgeting software is from McGill University, 
by Sacha Sabih and Laurie Baker. 

Original Graphics: Jo Meller, Martha West, Jay 
Tatara 
Layout and design: Jim Sluyter 
   Non-commercial reproduction of any portion 
of this manual is hereby permitted; please refer-
ence CSA-MI and the CSA Training Manual  • 
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Adapted from http://www.georgiaorganics.org/markettool/ 
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